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The Testimony of Our Chief Executives 


HE Bible has vital messages for every individual, community, nation, and race, particularly 

in such times as these. This is clearly the opinion of the President of the United States 
and the many governors who have written in earnest support of the purpose of Bible Sunday. 
Their unanimous, though differing, tributes to the Bible are worthy of careful reading. 


ALABAMA 
I am glad that a spe- 
cial day will be set apart 
in America and desig- 
nated as Universal Bible 
Sunday. The attentioa 
of the citizens of Amer- 
ica should be especially 
called to this day and its 
purpose. 
B. M. Miller, Governor 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


COLORADO 


The. Bible is man’s 
greatest inspiration. Our 
laws, our civilization, 
our morality, our hap- 
piness in this world and 
our hope of a world to 
come, are all founded 
on the teachings of the 
Bible. If its precepts 
were fully embodied in 
the life of our nation 
and each individual citi- 
zen, our governmental, 
financial, and social 
problems would vanish overnight. 

Edwin C. Johnson, Governor 


FLORIDA 
I place a very high evaluation upon the Scriptures, 


as I am deeply conscious of their great efficacy in the 


development of the civilization of the world. 
David Sholtz, Governor 
GEORGIA 

Our people not only do not read their Bibles, but 
they have forgotten its teachings. If they would study 
the Word earnestly and constantly and abide by its 
great teachings, I do not believe we would find our- 
selves in the midst of such distressing times as these 
through which we are passing. f 
Let us not simply indorse this one day, but make it 
our daily duty and pleasure to study God’s Word, and 

to incorporate its teachings into our daily living. 
Eugene Talmadge, Governor 


ILLINOIS 

Every person, regardless of faith or creed, should 
have a knowledge of the Bible. As a religious docu- 
ment, its influence upon our civilization surpassed 
evaluation. As a work of literature, it contains the 
prose and poetic masterpieces of the ages. As a rec- 
ord of ancient history, it presents the growth of civili- 
zation in simple, dramatic form, with remarkable 
beauty, clarity, brevity, and expressiveness. As a text- 


book on human nature, it has no equal. 
Henry Horner, Governor 


and women everywhere. 


It is fitting that Universal Bible 
Sunday be observed annually on a day selected 
for that purpose by the American Bible Society. 
I congratulate the Society for sponsoring such 
an universal observance. 


Everyone of us mast gain satis— 
faction and strength through the practical 
application of the teachings of Christianity, 
for they affect the individual lives of men 


I am confirmed in my deep belief 
that Ged is marching on. 


he Ahi, poste 


INDIANA 

py ihe Bible has been, 
in a very real sense, the 
bulwark of civilization. 
It has given to the ages, 
a code of morals in the 
Ten Commandments 
which has set the pace 
for the proper coordi- 
nation of human inter- 
ests and social and eth- 
ical relationships. “Thy 
word is a lamp to my 
feet and a light to my 
path,’ wrote the Psalm- 
ist; to which another 
has added his personal 
testimony of observation 
and experience, ‘‘The 
entrance of Thy word 
giveth light.” 

Better housing and 
sanitary conditions, lim- 
itation of work hours, 
granting the workman 
thus more time for the 
culture of the mind and 
body, the elimination of the sweatshop, the minimum 
wage law, the old-age pension law, the application of 
scientific treatment to the causes of child delinquency, 
—all of these social measures hark back to, and gain 
their inceptions from, the Man of Galilee, whose face 
shines, and manly form walks, through the pages of 
Holy Writ. Like a clarion call, his voice rings out, 
not only amid the winds of Gennesaret and on the 
streets of Jerusalem, but today amidst the whirling 
wheels of this industrial age, in mart and market place, 
in halls of legislature and the councils of capital and 
labor. “I am come that you might have life and have 
it more abundantly.” Paul V. McNutt, Governor 

IOWA 

I whole-heartedly, without reservation, indorse Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday and shall be glad to do anything 
I may in furtherance of its observances. I am also 
glad to testify my_ belief and faith in the Book of 
Books, to which this Universal Bible Sunday is dedi- 
cated. Clyde L. Herring, Governor 


KANSAS 

The type of living which the Bible and its teachings 
bring to us is forgotten to a great extent. This is in 
a large measure responsible for the predicament we 
find ourselves in today. Faith and attention to the 
principles taught by the Scriptures will hasten the re- 
turn of better modes of living; and these teachings 
and ideals will prove a matter of personal as well as 
national help to us in times of adversity and in times 
of prosperity. Alf M. Landon, Governor 
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LOUISIANA 
The Old and New Testaments have not only played 
an important part in the American civilization, but in 
the development of the civilization of the world. It 
is the Book of Books, the only book to live by and 
the one to die by. Oscar K. Allen, Governor 


MICHIGAN 


The Bible, without question, has been civilization’s 
foundation; and, whatever may be our creed or be- 
lief, there is no escaping the fact that within its pages 
are written rules of conduct and prophecies which will 
continue to live so long as civilization exists. May I 
add my indorsement to Universal Bible Sunday and 
pray for its success? William A. Comstock, Governor 


MISSISSIPPI 

The Bible is the most wonderful collection of sacred 
writings in existence. Its literary merit is unex- 
celled. History, poetry, and philosophy oi the highest 
order are used as carriers of a progressive revelation 
of God, man, sin, redemption and immortality, un- 
equaled in literature. Its spiritual power is unique. 
It inspires the highest morality known to man, and 
creates the ideals of liberty, justice, mercy, love and 
faith which have crystallized into the noblest charters 
and constitutions of humanity. Sennett Conner, Governor 


NEW JERSEY 

If the study of the Bible would only become uni- 
versal, and the teachings of the Bible would be uni- 
versally observed, we would have a remedy of all our 
social ills, and we would find therein the solution of 
our personal difficulties. 

Comfort, inspiration, strength—all these radiate 
from the teachings of the Scriptures, and a realiza- 
tion of what we owe to God, our neighbor, and our- 
selves. And what is more essential in life than this? 

Harry A. Moore, Governor 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Of course I am interested in the Bible. It is the 
foundation of all our civilization and morality and has 
meant everything in the building of our state and 
civilization. John C. B. Ehringhaus, Governor 


NORTH DAKOTA 


It gives me great pleasure to indorse the work of 
the American Bible Society in its splendid effort to 
stimulate a deeper interest in the reading of the Holy 
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tice and is the source of spiritual strength and cor 
solation especially in these times of stress. 
William Langer, Governor 
RHODE ISLAND 
Every individual has his times of uncertainty and 
instability. History tells us that the same thing is 
true of every nation. Under such conditions the Bible 
speaks a universal language. It sets for us standards 
of right living which can be trusted, and points out 
the road which we need not fear to travel. It is char- 
acter translated into life. 
Theodore Francis Green, Governor 
SOUTH DAKOTA 


I believe that, in these distressing times, our bur- 
dens will be more easily borne if we keep in mind and 
practice the fundamental lessons taught in the Scrip- 
tures. Tom Berry, Governor 

TENNESSEE 

No person who has any knowledge of history fails 
to appreciate the lasting influence which the Book has 
always had among the great civilized nations of the 
earth. It is not too much to say that, without the 
morality set forth in its sacred pages as the standard 
for living among men, the peoples of the earth, who 
are now called great, could never have attained their 
position of power and influence. Hill McAlister, Governor 

TEXAS 

I feel that every Sunday is, or should be, Bible 
Sunday, and that stress should be laid on the teachings 
of Christ each first day of the week, when congrega- 
tions gather all over the world to hear ministers of 
all denominations. It gives me pleasure, however, to 
commend the special observance of December 10 as 
Bible Sunday, and I trust that such observance may 
be helpful in bringing about a more devoted study of 
the Bible. Miriam A. Ferguson, Governor 

WISCONSIN 

I am glad to add my entire approval and com- 
mendation to the movement of the American Bible 
Society in bringing the attention of the people of the 
United States upon the place and significance of the 
Holy Bible. 

The American who fails to recognize the very im- 
portant part that the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments have played in the development of Ameri- 
can civilization, has a very distinct and pleasant sur- 
prise awaiting him upon the reading of them. 


Bible. The reading of the Bible is a wholesome prac- A. G. Schmedeman, Governor 


In addition to those quoted, letters were received from the following governors whose mes- 
sages of two years ago on the same subject appeared in the December 1931 ReEcorp. 


re Rolph, Jr., of California Albert C. Ritchie of Maryland Gifford Pinchot of Pennsylyania 
\ I. C. Blackwood of South Carolina 


John Garland Pollard of Virginia 


ilbur L. Cross of Connecticut George White of Ohio 
. Ben Ross of Idaho Julius L. Meier of Oregon 


The Bible and Christmas 


HAT more fitting than that we begin the month which brings Christmas with emphasis on 
the Bible and its use? 
But for the great fact which Christmastide enshrines, there would be no Bible. 
Bible, the world would not know of Christmas. 
These present days may lack many elements that, in former years, have made Christmas time 
a glad time; but they do not lack the fundamental basis of that gladness. 
No day in the calendar on either hemisphere brings the joy which Christmas does. It signal- 
izes man’s choicest blessing in God’s greatest gift. 
Surely, dear reader, you and we, possessors and distributors of the Word, may wish each other 


G&A Blessed Christmas 


But for the 
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This sketch of @ day wnth a colporteur is too charm- 


ing to be condensed; 


AM awakened by the howl of a coyote— 

the desert alarm clock. I do not regret the 
summons. It has roused me just in time for 
the superb pageant of an Arizona sunrise. 

From my snug bed, I can look out, through 
the windows of the Bible car, upon a scene of 
breath-taking beauty. Our house on wheels is 
poised on a mountain promontory. 

Behind and above us, black mountains edged 
with scarlet. To our right, beyond silhouetted 
giant cacti, the chariot of the rising sun with 
banners of crimson and magenta. ‘To our left, 
a snow-white 
moon  sink- 
ing behind 
turquoise 
mountains. 
Before us 
and two 
thousand 
feet below, a 
panorama of 
date palms 
and orange 
groves 
threaded by 
silver canals 
stretching 
thirty miles 
to a back- 
drop of 
smoky-blue 
mountains. 
In the heart . 
of this plain is the lovely city of Phoenix, 
glowing like a diamond in the level sunlight. 
Around it are strewn villages, like smaller 
jewels, in settings of green gold. Soft, chang- 
ing colors float over the valley. Morning in- 
cense of oleander rises from it. 


A Lover of Beauty 


“Now you understand why I pick such an 
odd place as this for a camp,” says a voice be- 
hind me. ‘Turning, I discover my companion, 
fully dressed, a Bible in his hand. It is open 
somewhere in the Psalms. 

Yes, I understand. The Bibleman, lover of 
beauty whether in nature or in the heart of 
man, would spread his prayer rug in a spot like 
this. He would prefer this flower-scented 
shrine, this mount of vision, to a cluttered and 


greasy auto camp. 
But, man shall not live by oleander perfume 


“A telescope, a microscope, works on astronomy,—all attest the presence 
of a lively and inquiring mind” 


too revealing to be omitted 


alone, and I am glad presently to sniff frying 
bacon. The Bibleman proves to be a good cook. 
His bacon and eggs, his homemade grape jelly, 
his home-baked bread,—all show the ability 
that springs from self-reliance. I find myself 
thinking that the Rev. J. L. Hinds would make 
a successful Robinson Crusoe. He would know 
what to do on a desert island. 


His Only Home 


His car is a marvel of ingenuity. Every- 
thing folds: beds, chairs, table, gasoline stove. 
Even the 
back porch 
folds up, like 
the draw- 
bridge of an 
ancient cas- 
tle. For this 
car is his 
castle. With- 
Wee ohh Glee sts 
Satemi rom 
snows and 
sandstorms, 
and inquisi- 
tive wild 
animals. For 
years it has 
been his only 
home. 

And it is 
homelike. 
lel erg i 
radio. Yonder is a comforting little coal stove, 
with quaint chimney rising to the roof and pro- 
jecting through it. This stove is used for heat- 
ing; the gasoline stove for cooking. In one 
corner is a rather extensive library, containing a 
twelve-volume encyclopedia, which he has read 
from A to Z, as one would read a novel. For 
this man is not content to pass through the 
world, but wishes to understand the world he 
passes through. A telescope, a microscope, 
works on astronomy, apparatus for the study 
of the flora and fauna of the changing scene,— 
all attest a lively and inquiring mind. 

On the walls are a detailed map of Arizona, 
a photograph or two, and an illuminated Bible 
text. But the chief note of interior decoration 
is exterior! It consists of five magnificent 
mural paintings in full color. To be more ex- 
plicit, five windows, framing superb scenes of 
mountain and plain. The man who lives here 
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evidently does not want to shut himself in from 
nature, but to be as much a part of it as pos- 
sible. But he has no such sentimental regard 
for flies and mosquitoes; every window 1s 
thoroughly screened. The interior of the room 
is as clean as a bandbox. 

Seven o’clock—time for the day’s work to 
begin. ‘The Bibleman presses a trigger. A 
mushroom seat rises from nowhere just behind 
the wheel. He sits down, with a touch of his 
foot awakens a foaring engine in the base of 
his house, and the murals come to life as the 
car turns and descends the mountain road. 
Within ten minutes we roll into a small village. 


Some Derelicts 


Beside the railroad track some derelicts are 
living in old boilers. They call their commu- 
nity of rusty iron shelters “The Jungle.” We 
stop, meaning to talk with them; but they are 
too busy to talk. They are too fully occupied 
with preparations for breakfast to consider 
their souls’ salvation. So the Bibleman, who is 
all things to all men, turns in and helps them 
with breakfast. Over an open fire, they are 
cooking a “mulligan stew.’ Vegetables and 
edible weeds float in hot water. 

“You need some meat in that,” says the 
Bibleman; and gets some from his own larder. 
Then he thoroughly reorganizes the stew, while 
the jungle dwellers, perusing the Gospels given 
them, leave breakfast to his master hand. 

It is an hour before we get away—an hour 
wasted, so far as any commercial profit is con- 
cerned. Naturally, such people cannot buy 
books. Why bother with them? And yet the 
Bibleman, in spite of the fact that he must 
make sales in order to live, seems to consider 
the time as having been well spent. 


A Mind Is Changed 


We stop next at an attractive house occu- 
pied by a fairly well-to-do Indian family. “No, 
I don’t need the Bible,’ says the grizzled old 
man who comes to the door. “I have some- 
thing better.”—‘‘Will you be so good as to tell 
us what it is?”—“T’ll show it. Come in.” 

We enter a comfortably furnished room. In 
one wall is an alcove covered with a small cur- 
tain. The Indian draws aside the curtain and 
reveals a gaudily painted statue of Joseph with 
the infant Christ in his arms. “Cost one hun- 
dred dollars!” he says, with awe. “So it brings 
much good luck.” 

The Bibleman produces a small copy of the 
Gospel of St. John. “This will do more for 
you than a thousand statues,” he says. “And 
its cost is only one cent!” 

Well, the Indian seems to reflect: it may 
possibly do some good, and a cent is not much. 
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The Bibleman reads his 
mind and refuses the money. “Be sure you 
understand me first,” he says. “This is not a 
lucky piece. It is not a talisman to keep off 
evil spirits. Placing it under your pillow will 
not bring sleep. Pressing it against your body 
will not drive away pain. Merely keeping it 
in the house will not bring you luck. But, if 
you will read it—carefully, thoughtfully, 
prayerfully,—it will bring you everlasting hap- 
piness and peace.” 

He opens the book and spends an hour re- 
vealing its treasures to the Indian and other 
members of his family who drift in, one by 
one, to join the informal Bible class. Then he 
accepts the penny. He promises to return a 
month later, to tell them more of the great 
Story and to leave another portion with them. 


He fishes out a coin. 


“Tll Buy Two Testaments” 


We stop at a small Mexican house festooned 
with scarlet chili, An attractive young woman 
comes to the door. She is interested in the 
Bibleman’s wares. “I'll buy two Testaments,” 
she says. The Bibleman makes the sale. But 
he cannot conceal his curiosity. “May I ask 
why you want two?” he says. “Perhaps you 
intend to give one to a friend.’—“No,” she 
replies; “I am going to read one, and the other 
is to be burned.’”” She smiles at his look of 
astonishment. ‘‘Every time I buy a Testa- 
ment, my father burns it,’ she explains. 
“Neighbors will tell him that you have called. 
He will demand the book and destroy it—but 
I shall have the other to read.” It must be a 
strong book, to be so hated—and so loved. 


She Ends by Purchasing 


“There’s nobody home,” a_ twelve-year-old 
girl says in the yard of the next house. “No 
use to knock—nobody here.” The colporteur, 
with a shrewd but pleasant glance at the girl, 
goes to the door and knocks. “I tell you, 
everybody’s away—.” 

The colporteur’s quick ear catches the sound 


of movement within the house. He knocks 
again. ‘There’s nobody home!” the girl 
screams. Again he knocks. The door is flung 


open, and an angry Mexican woman buries him 
in a flood of Spanish. Not quite buries him. 
For Mr. Hinds understands Spanish, and 
speaks it even more readily than English, due 
to long residence as a missionary in Mexico. 
He replies quietly but effectively. “I don’t 
want your book,” she storms.—‘You need it.” 
—‘“And why do I need it?’—“To train your 
children. ‘To teach them to avoid the sin of 
lying.” The woman glares. “Here is what 
the Bible has to say about lying and liars.” 
And he turns rapidly to half a dozen passages. 


I 


“! December 1933 


The woman has fallen silent now. 
that the Bibleman is terribly right. 
by purchasing the book. 


She knows 
She ends 


Milk Money 


A more immediate welcome awaits the col- 
porteur at a flapping tent, which serves as a 
house for an unemployed Mexican and his 


“Nita perches on the hood of his car to read while he 
unfolds the story of the New Testament to her mother’’ 


family. “We have been watching for you,” 
says the woman. “We want one of those 
twenty-two-cent Testaments. Nita, go and see 
how much money we have.” ‘The girl comes 
back to report that there is nothing—nothing 
but the “milk money.” It appears that the 
“milk money” is almost sacred. It is saved, 
desperately, penny by penny, in order that this 
impoverished family may at least have milk, 
which combines the values of so many foods 
in one. The milk fund contains 24 cents. 

“Tet me give you the Testament without 
charge,” suggests the colporteur. “Or, if vyou 
prefer, you can pay me when T come next 
month.’-—“It will be just as hard then,” re- 
plies the woman. “No—we will love the book 
more, if we sacrifice for it. Bring twenty-two 
cents, Nita.” They will go without milk to- 
day. The book is paid for and passes into 
their possession. But the colporteur does not 
hurry away. He gives Nita a penny Gospel, 
and she perches on the hood of his car to read 
:t while he unfolds the story of the Testament 
to her mother. 

“My Son Is Dying” 

At the next dwelling there is not even “mill 
money.” A distraught woman cries, Nom: 
Please go away. We are in trouble.” —“Then 
perhaps I can help you.” —“No, no. We have 
no money to buy books. No money even for 
food or a doctor. Can’t you understand... 
-my son is dying... T can’t talk with you 
now.”—‘“In_ that case,” says the colporteur, 
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“this is certainly no time for talk. But it is 
time to do something. May I see the boy?” 

There is a note of authority and strength 
in his quiet voice. ‘The woman steps back to 
let him enter. He finds that she has spoken 
truly. ‘The boy is very sick. There is no food 
in the house. No physician has been in at- 
tendance, because there was no money with 
which to pay him. ‘The Bibleman immediately 
goes out and calls upon the local physician, 
who agrees to visit the boy without charge. He 
then stops at a store, and buying food, he re- 
turns to the house, laden with bundles. He 
talks hopefully to the boy, presses into the 
mother’s hand a dollar bill with which to buy 
more food, and, realizing full well that more 
than physical comfort is needed in this house- 
hold, leaves a copy of the New Testament. 

We journey on to another village, stopping 
on the way to eat lunch under the shade of 
giant eucalyptus trees. 


Victory—Defeat—Victory 


We pass on to an example of victory and. 
one of defeat. Victory, in a little cleaning 
establishment where the Bibleman recognizes 
a man whom he had known years ago as a dis- 
solute drunkard in a Texas city. He then had 
befriended the down-and-out, but feared that 
his work had gone for naught, when the man 
had suddenly disappeared without a trace. 
Now, here he was, leading a new life, self- 
supporting and self-respecting, a good father, 
a good Christian, and a good citizen. The 
example of defeat, we find in a tawdry pool 
hall and gambling den. The Negro proprietor 


“Delivering a large order- of Bibles to a great church in 
Phoenix; conducting family worship with a widower and 
his son in a shack of rags and tin cans” 


confesses that he was once a Baptist preacher. 
G \nd@nowewlook» at emel’s He ‘is: heartily 
ashamed, He has wanted to quit this life, but 
has not been quite able to muster up the cour- 
The Bibleman talks with him long and 


age. him 
earnestly. “I want to try again,” says the 
Negro. “I threw away my Bible. Sell me a 
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new one—a good one—with complete con- 
cordance.” He is very happy in his purchase. 
And so this defeat gives promise of victory. 


A Kaleidoscope 


The kaleidoscope of a Bibleman’s day turns 
on. How varied are his forms of ministry: 
delivering a large order of Bibles to a great 
church in Phoenix; conducting family worship 
with a widower and his son at the door of a 
shack made of rags and tin cans; preaching in 
Spanish to a hundred Mexicans from the rear 
platform of his car; counseling a single va- 
grant in the privacy of his “study”; telling 


Children eager for a Gospel after he has told them some 
of its wonderful stories 


stories and distributing Gospels to a crowd of 
school children; running into a filling station 
to get gas, to discover there a mechanic who 
has a life problem, which he expects the Bible- 
man to solve forthwith; advising a conscience- 
stricken woman, who desires his counsel as to 
whether she should confess murder committed 
many years ago, for which an innocent person 
has served a prison term! 

But the trail is not all tragedy. There are 
incidents that appeal to the colporteur’s sense 
of humor. He is amused when a man, in re- 
sponse to his call, rushes to the door to say, 
“No—no—no—I'm asleep!” He is entertained 
by the austere lady who eyes him through a 
lorgnette and disposes of him with a chilly, 
“No agents, please !”—and by a girl who, in 
answer to his inquiry as to whether her family 
desires any Bibles or ‘Testaments, replies, 
“We've got both of each!’—and by the 
astounded comment of a woman, when she 
hears that a neighbor of hers, addicted to beer 
parties, has purchased a Bible, “Did she buy? 
Well—she needs a stack of Bibles as high as 
your head, and a preacher settin’ on top!” 

Some who have no money pay in kind. 
Therefore, when the day’s work is done and 
we retreat to the wilderness, we carry along 
a chicken, some sweet potatoes, a cucumber, 
and two onions! ‘The protean Bibleman now 
turns chef, and these odds and ends are trans- 
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formed into a delicious dinner. We enjoy it 
in a dining room as big as all outdoors ceilinged 
with late afternoon Arizona blue, walled with 
mountains and carpeted with fragrant sage. 


Rest and Recreation 


The time has come for rest and recreation. 
How does the Bibleman disport himself? He 
brings out from the car a high-powered micro- 
scope and a telescope. He is fascinated by the 
world of nature that surrounds him, and his 
greatest pleasure is to spend his leisure study- 
ing the wonders that God has wrought. “Noth- 
ing so stretches out the mind,” he says, “as the 
study of this wonderful universe about us. 
When you think of the vast distances between 
the heavenly bodies; of their sizes, their tre- 
mendous velocities; of the earth itself with its 
thirteen different motions,—you feel the pres- 
ence of a mighty God to rule and order such 
immense complexity. There is not a chance 
that Chance could be responsible for all this!” 

He sets up the microscope. “And the worlds 
one can see through this small lens!” he goes 
on. “Just now I have a bee’s proboscis on the 
slide. The intricate nectar-sucking mechanism, 
the delicate hairs at the tip connecting through 
the proboscis with a master nerve, so that any 
contact is immediately telegraphed to the brain, 
—all imply a guiding intelligence—an intelli- 
gence greater than that of the bee itself!” 

A farmer, who knows the Bibleman, comes 
from his ranch near by with a sprig of deer- 
wood. He wishes to know whether the blight 
on his tree was caused by minute insects or by 
drouth. Enlarged three hundred times, the 
sprig shows no webs or trace of insects. 
Drouth is the answer. There follows a long 
and interesting discussion on the properties of 
deerwood and other desert plants: palo verde, 
ocotillo, giant cactus, barrel cactus, creosote 
bush,—all of which are represented by speci- 
mens within a few yards of our desert camp. 

When the glory of sunset has given way to 
the splendor of an Arizona night, a score of 
Mexican laborers drift over from the ranch 
to look through the telescope at the craters of 
the moon and the pinpoints that are worlds, 
and listen to “’The-Man-Who-Sees-God-in-the- 
Stars.” It affords the Bibleman a wonderful 
opportunity to reach the hearts of these people. 
He tells them Bible stories; then sells them 
Bibles, or gives to those who cannot buy. 


“Bendito Sea Dios” 


One old Mexican woman cannot tear herself 
away from the eyepiece of the telescope. Rev- 
erent and awestruck, she gazes into the mys- 
teries of the great beyond. Softly, she mur- 
murs, “Bendito sea Dios!” (Blessed be God!). 


December 1933 


The guests depart. We retire. Profound 
peace falls upon our wilderness camp. But the 
thrill of the day leaves me wakeful—thinking, 
not only of this man and his work, but of the 
hundreds of other faithful Biblemen the world 
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over who are opening the eyes of all races to 
the beauties of holiness, and inspiring the 
chorus of praise—“Blessed be God!’—in the 
many, many hundreds of languages and dia- 
lects of mankind. 


‘“He Worked So Hard for God” 


ORD has come of the tragic death, in the 
Philippines, of Mr. W. L. Ghent on Au- 
gust 10. 

His work and personality were colorful. The 
annual reports of the Philippine Agency and 
the pages of the Recorp have given not a few 
examples of his devotion, intrepidity, and 
achievements as a colporteur on various islands 
of that group. Himself a striking illustration 
of the power of God through His Word, he 
' was eager to bring others in contact with that 
power through that Word. 

Having gone to the Philippines in the United 
States Army, he elected, on honorable dis- 
charge, to remain there; and, for nearly two 
decades, was in the police force and worked as 
a blacksmith and as a steam engineer. Settling 
in Cagayan on the island of Mindanao, he be- 
came known as a drunkard and a man of harm- 
ful influence. In 1919, his daughter brought 
home a Testament from the Sunday school of 
the Congregational Mission. He came home 
about half drunk that night, and very much 
discouraged. Seeing the Testament, he picked 
it up, and, although at that time he could 
barely read, he managed to glean from it the 
wonderful message of John 3:16. He was 
so deeply moved by this good news of the love 
of God in Christ, that he spent the night in 
tears and in prayer. The next morning he ap- 
plied to the local missionary, Mr. Woodward, 
to be baptized. His reputation was such, how- 
ever, that Mr. Woodward hesitated and asked 
him to come back later, in the meantime giving 
him instructions that would lead him into fur- 
ther light. Mr. Ghent came back in a few days 
and was baptized. 

From that time on, he preached whenever he 
had opportunity. One of the striking things 
that he did, and which shows the power that 
had entered into his heart, was to go back to 
Kalumbugan among his old associates, in order 
to prove to them that he was a new man in 
Christ. He was eminently successful in thus 
witnessing for Christ there and elsewhere. He, 
later, moved with his family to a colony that 
had been set aside for discharged American 
soldiers, in Lanoa. There he lived to the end, 
- acquiring a fairly large plantation and a very nice 
home. He took up preaching among the Moros. 


Some 9 years ago, when the Rev. G. Bruce 
Cameron, then Agency Secretary, was looking 
for a colporteur to take up work in the southern 
islands, Mr. Woodward told him of Mr. Ghent, 
and his connection with the Bible Society be- 
gan; though, for a while, it was for six months 
out of a year. Of its character and results, 
the reports of the Agency have given testi- 
mony. 

He had been on Negros about a month and 
a half, having unusual success in selling Scrip- 
tures, working his way to the north on one side 
of the island, and then back to the south on the 
other. A missionary doctor had found his 
heart in bad condition, and had told him that 
it might fail him at any time; but he pressed 
on vigorously, preaching on Sundays and sell- 
ing during the week, entering every opening, 
including the weekly markets, though difficult 
places to dispose of Scriptures. It was after a 
successful experience at one of these markets, 
on a Saturday, that he started in the Agency 
truck, accompanied by his helper, to take a pro- 
fessor of the Central Philippine College who, 
with himself, was to preach the next day at 
other towns. 

In the effort to avoid another truck which 
was coming at high speed, Mr. Ghent appar- 
ently lost control and went full speed into a 
ditch, the truck turning over and the gasoline 
tank exploding. While his two companions 
were thrown clear though ablaze, Mr. Ghent 
was caught under the car and died before help 
could be rendered. In fact, it was thought that 
the failure of his heart may have been re- 
sponsible for the accident. ‘The professor, Mr. 
Galia, and the helper were taken to the hos- 
pital—the former recovering, but the latter 
also dying,—both having been further burned 
in trying to rescue Mr. Ghent. 

Touching tributes were paid to Mr. Ghent as 
his body was borne on its way back. The road- 
side was lined at town after town. Some im- 
portant-looking men from one town stopped 
the car, asking that it be held until they could 
gather some flowers for it. No one knew who 
they were. Even the children seemed to ap- 
praise rightly Mr. Ghent’s life service. It was 
a lad of twelve who exclaimed, “He worked so 
hard for God.” 


O it is in life, is it not? Not only the 
apostle Paul, but all of us, in some planned 
activities, have been halted—perhaps by prov- 
idential happenings, perhaps through human 
In other activities, however, doors 


failure. 
have opened, 
helping 
hands have 
sped us on, 
and we re- 
joice. 
Halted 


Hess and 
his car have 
been halted 
—the for- 
mer by a haz- 
ard of ‘life; 
the latter, by 
depression. 
ipl, Joy jets 
seltine is his 
name, but 
“just call me 


Hess,” he said. And so we did. 
unique car did much service. 
Having felt a real call to serve Mexicans in 
southwestern Texas, the area from San An- 
tonio and Corpus Christi to 
Brownsville and from 
Brownsville up the Rio 
Grande to El Paso was his 
preferred field. One of the 
outstanding pieces of work 
Hess did was to organize 
American Protestant Sunday 
schools in El Paso, to cooper- 
ate with him in a one-day 
campaign to distribute 10,- 
000 Gospels to 10,000 Mexi- 
Of course, the 
Gospels were in Spanish. It 
was a grand success, and a 
fine example of cooperation 
by the churches with the Bi- 


can children. 


ble Society. 


On our insistence a por- 
tion of Mr. Hesseltine’s serv- 
ice was given to Oklahoma. 
And there, soon after a good 
start in Oklahoma City, his 
career came to a sudden end. A stroke left him 
speechless and without the use of his right arm. 
He waits patiently for the coming of his Lord, 
tenderly cared for in his Michigan home. 
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Halted— Moving 


By the Rev. J. J. Morgan, Secretary, Southwestern Agency 


His methods, like his car, were unique. The 
car was not only a veritable bookstore and a 
home combined, but was used especially to 
canvass rural and small town districts. He 
carried curios and exhibits which easily at- 
tracted at- 
tention. In 
his selection 
of these he 
was original. 
A snowshoe, 
the horns of 
a mountain 
sheep, ant- 
lérs SOtera 
reindeer fas- 
tened on the 
outside of 
hits Carne 
glass exhibit 
case, set up 
outside the 
car, contain- 
ing curios 
especially 
connected with the Bible, — aroused interest. 
The sides of the car, hinged at the top, lifted 
to afford shade and shelter from the hot sun 
of the South, and, thus exhibiting the shelves 
carrying Scriptures in many 
languages, naturally drew the 
inquisitive, old and young. 

Hess has sold his last Bi- 
ble; but the Bible car is 
ready and equipped for work. 
Only the depression holds it 
in a tight grip and leaves it 
like its owner — paralyzed. 
We are praying for funds to 
start it rolling again in its 
missionary journeys along 
the Rio Grande. 


“Hess,’? with the large white sombrero, and his ‘‘Bible car,’’ the engine and 
chasis of which are completely hidden by the crowd, both 
attracted at Brownsville, Texas 


He and his 


Moving 


Everything, however, has 
not been halted. We are re- 
joicing in a fine new head- 
quarters, into which we have 
moved, at 1814 Main Street, 
Dallas, Texas. A quarter of 
a century ago, the Agency 
began with headquarters on 
the second floor of the rear of a two-story build- 
ing just next door. Since then it has moved 
twice downtown to better its accommodations 
and be nearer the center of business, and so 


THE NEW BIBLE HOUSE AT DALLAS 


December 1933 


better care for its growing work. Now, here 
we are uptown again. For, in a quarter of a 
century there has been a change. We are now 
in the center of what has become the civic and 
shopping district—within two or three blocks 
of the post office, the city hall, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Medical Arts Building, important 
churches, and larger business houses. Best of 
all, we are now on the ground floor, for the 
first time having fine show-windows. The 
owner of the building has proven himself a 
helpful friend to the Bible cause, by making it 
possible for us to have such excellent accommo- 
dations without increased expense. 

This event makes a brief review of our field 
and work apposite. The population has grown 
fifty percent—from 8,000,000 to 12,000,000, 
and this has been rural as well as urban. 
Former arid sections now “blossom as a rose” 
through irrigation from artesian wells and the 
Rio Grande, and attract not only farmers from 
the North, but hordes of Mexicans from the 
South. We have a million Mexicans in the 
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Southwest. The wheat fields of northwest 
Texas plains, the vegetable and fruit farms of 
east Texas and sections of Arkansas, and the 
oil fields of Oklahoma, Texas, and Louisiana 
have drawn many. ‘The development of deep- 
water ports at Houston, Port Arthur, and 
Corpus Christi, draws people from many lands, 
as shown by the distribution of Scriptures in 
these ports in 55 languages. 


But, most important is the record of Scrip- 
ture distribution. Dr. Glenn Flinn, now presid- 
ing elder of the Houston district of the Texas 
Conference, Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, through his zeal for the Bible cause, 
gave the Agency a fine start in the three years 
he served as its first Secretary. And how the 
work has grown! Eleven thousand volumes 
circulated the first year; 332,000 the last year. 
Most interesting, however, is the grand total 
since 1908. During this quarter of a century, 
more than five million volumes of the Scrip- 
tures were distributed—the exact figures be- 
ing 5,119,252. We thank God, and press on. 


From Siam 


By the Rev. Robert O. Franklin, Secretary, Siam Agency 


RU PLUANG, or the Rev. Pluang, is pas- 
tor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church of 
Bangkok. His father was one of the court 
astrologers under the reign of King Chulalong- 
korn. The father wanted the son to attend the 
mission school at Sumray for the advantage he 
would have in the study of the English lan- 
guage; hoping that, as he learned English, he 
would be able to read and explain to the father 
English books on astronomy and astrology— 
not that he might be touched in any way by the 
Christian religion. But God had other plans 
for that fine young man. Today, instead of 
being one among the king’s astrologers, he is 
rather a Daniel, giving out the messages of the 
Eternal God, and men and women are hearing 
and believing. 


He Says It Was a Miracle 


This is one of his many happy experiences 
as he related it: 

Maa Cham (Maa is the Siamese word for 
Miss or Mrs., and in this case it means Mrs.) 
was very, very ill. Being an old friend of his 
father’s family, the Rev. Pluang often visited 
in her home and often talked to her about be- 
coming a Christian. But she had never yielded. 
All hope of her recovery had been given up. 
Doctors were present, but they had already 
said, “We can do nothing more for her.” 


Pastor Pluang was one of the watchers by 
the bedside. Somehow he was led to open his 
Bible, and began reading aloud some of the 
records of Jesus healing the sick. He quietly 
explained that it was their faith in Him that 
made it possible for Him to do such great 
things for them. He then said to the sick 
woman, “Jesus is the same, yesterday, today, 
and forever, and he still has power on earth 
to heal the sick, if people will but trust every- 
thing to him.” He then bowed his head and 
prayed earnestly for her recovery. 

At the end of his prayer, with what seemed 
to the watchers her last breath, Kru heard her 
say, “Tell me how to pray.” Repeating after 
him, she prayed, “Jesus, when you were here 
on earth, you healed the sick and even raised 
the dead. Your power is the same now that it 
was then. Heal me—heal me—I believe you 
Gaile 

In that same hour, newness of life began to 
manifest itself. In a few hours all began to 
say, “She is going to live.” And she did. To- 
day she is a well woman and a happy Christian. 
Not only Kru Pluang, but all who were present 
say that it was a real miracle that brought her 
back to health and strength. I hada long talk 
with Maa Cham, and how the glory of God 
shone from that old wrinkled face as we talked 
of her wonderful experiences. 
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Colporteur Boon Ma’s Report 

I am inclosing one week’s report of Col- 
porteur Boon Ma, just as he gave it to me in 
his own 
writing and 
compo- 
sition, and 
only wish 
I could 
write in Si- 
amese as 
he does in 
English. 
With it is 
a picture 
of the two 
VeOu wen © 
priests of 
whose in- 
Lerestarne 
tellcae Ley: 
came to see 


gas eg OE oe NE 6 ei end 


me and — 
seem to be Secretary Franklin (left), Boon Ma 
studying (right), and the two young priests 


the Bible not for argument’s sake, but because 
they are anxious to know the truth. 


“September 1. We went to Wad Samplume 
and distributed some books. After I went to 
visit a priest friend, Maha Chan. I had a long 
talk with him. He realized and agreed that the 
Bible is the real teaching. He bought a New 
Testament in English. He bought a whole set 
of New Testaments last year. So he knew 
how the Bible teaches. In that evening I was 
informed that he needed me to come again on 
the next morning. So I promised him to do so. 


“September 2. We went to distributed on 
the market place. Nai Swang went on one 
way, and Nai Pratin and I went to Wad Sam- 
plume and called on the priest again. Three 
other priests were there. I shew them the 
Word and read some passages in the Bible and 
explained how great men of the world suc- 
ceeded—like Abraham Lincon and etc. There 
was another Maha—Tuan—got much _inter- 
ested and bought two Testaments—old and new 
in English. He requested for the Old Testa- 
ment in Siamese. Maha Chan also bought a 
Siamese Testament. Praise the Lord the way 
He is doing in our midst. 

“September 3. I went again to Wad Sam- 
plume and sold two Old Testaments one in 
English and one in Siamese. Maha Chan and 
Maha Tuan promised to visit our headquarters. 

“September 4. Sunday. I led a teacher of 
a government school to Church Bible School. 


This Sunday we met at Chinese Church and 
joined the services there. 
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“September 5. Pratin and I went to dis- 
tributed at Karakada Road. Afterward I went 
to visit the priests again. In the evening I vis- 
ited a friend and sold one Siamese New Testa- 
ment, 

“September 6. Pratin and I went to dis- 
tributed Siniwongsa Road. In the afternoon 
I went and fetched the two priests to visit Rev. 
Franklin. 

“September 7. There was a real prayer 
meeting this morning. I could feel that the 
Holy Ghost was upon us while we were pray- 
ing. After we went out, I had a very unusual 
feeling. When we reached outside suddenly I 
had an idea to walk out along river side. When 
we went out we entered into a Wad Yanawa. 
We found a bunch of men were there doing 
nothing. All of them really need some refresh- 
ment so we gave them some books. You know, 
we stopped their gamblings and rotton conver- 
sation and make them read the Word. I was 
so happy to have such a chance and leading of 
the Lord. They really needed Him and needed 
His touchings. Please pray for these hungry 


souls.” 
e e 


An Indirect Tribute to the Bible* 


R.»MARIO PINTO SERVA, an able 
Brazilian writer, recently published in the 
Jornal do Commercio an extended article with 
the title “Latinos e anglo-saxdes” (Latins and 
Anglo-Saxons). 

Stating that the Latin peoples gave modern 
civilization its start by the Renaissance and the 
opening of the New World, he says the harvests 
were reaped by the people of northern Europe, 
and points to the contrast between Anglo-Saxon 
vigor and Latin chaos in the Americas. 

“We Brazilians, who inherit the Latin men- 
tality and have our origin in the Iberian penin- 
sula, are especially interested in the study of 
this phenomenon. It is, perhaps, due to the 
fact that the Reformation proclaimed the right 
of the individual to interpret the Bible for him- 
self; with the logical corollary that primary 
education was diffused among all classes of the 
people in the nations that adopted the Reforma- 
tion. During the eighteenth and early nine- 
teenth centuries, Protestant countries virtually 
abolished illiteracy; while in the south of 
Europe the illiterate still constitute the majority 
of the population, All Latin America, through- 
out the whole of its history and in all the sepa- 
rate nations, suffers from the consequences of 
this terrible evil of illiteracy.” 

In conclusion, he urges that popular educa- 
tion should be made obligatory in Brazil. 


* Received from Agency Secretary Tucker. 


-way and automobile conven- 
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Eager for the Word of God 


By the Rev. M. N. Popoff, Subagent for Bulgaria 


ULGARIA has made, especially in recent 

? years, very rapid progress in railway 
building. Even in the present times of finan- 
cial depression, a number of lines are in process 
of construction. But, in spite of modern rail- 


iences, the Bible colporteur 
has, in most cases, still to 
make use of other means of 
travel and transportation. 

Of the eight colporteurs 
whom the Bulgarian sub- 
agency maintains in full-time 
work, one works exclusively 
in Sofia, the capital of the 
country. Another is stationed 
in Bourgas, on the Black Sea, 
and travels by rail, by steam- 
boat, by omnibus, and often 
afoot, in order to reach all 
parts of his field. Bad roads, 
winter snows and summer 
rains, for him as well as for 
the rest of the colporteurs, 
are often a great hindrance 
to the work. 

One of the men is supplied 
with a three-month railway ticket, valid on all 
trains on all lines. He works chiefly on the 
trains and at railway stations, all the way from 
Sofia to Bourgas. He is constantly meeting thus 
with new people from all classes, and leaves 
none of them uninvited to buy the Scriptures. 

A fourth colporteur is the Rev. D. Christoff, 
who has just been given the post made vacant 
by the retirement of Yanko Doytcheff, the vet- 
eran about whom the article in last year’s 
REcoRD was written. He makes Stara Zagora, 
not Philippopolis, his home. With the greater 
strength of youth, 


eee” 


he will be able to cover much 
of that central part of southern Bulgaria for- 
merly known as eastern Roumelia, of which 
Philippopolis was the capital. 

The accompanying picture shows one of 
the four village workers, Apostol Popratiloff, 
who finds the donkey a fine helper in carrying 
Scriptures. He works in southwestern Bul- 
garia, often going as far as the border lines of 
Yugoslavia and of Greece. The donkey (prop- 
erty of the American Bible Society) seems 
proud of the sacred load on his back, and the 
eagerness with which the women and the boys 
are examining the books explains the unceasing 
sale of Scriptures in little Bulgaria, even in this 
time of financial distress and lack of money 


Colporteur Popratiloff finds the donkey a fine helper 


especially among the peasantry. Incidentally, 


the peasant dress of Bulgarian women finds ex- 
cellent illustration in the figure at the left: 
only the reader must remember that the camera 
cannot catch gay colors that are so attractive. 


The other three men work mostly from vil- 
lage to village throughout all southern Bul- 
garia. One of these, Georgieff, still makes use 
of the pedestrian way. With his bag packed 
with Scriptures on his back, he trudges along 
from place to place. The two brothers, Vultcho 
and Nichola Ivanoff, were working in the same 
way until a little over a year ago, when they 
were supplied with bicycles, which now save 
them much time and strength. 

All our men are heroically working amidst a 
great variety of obstacles and persecution. But 
they have also the joy of finding people every- 
where who are eager to buy, and read, the 
Word of God. 

e 

A Meruopist minister in Idaho writes: “al 
have just called on a family where there are 
ten children. No one in the home, including 
the parents, has ever owned, read, or handled 
a Bible. When I asked them if they had one, 
they didn’t know what I was talking about.” 

e e 

A ponor writes: “I have a diamond ring | 
paid $100 for a few years ago. Could you 
dispose of it, so that I could put it into an an- 
nuity with you? In this depression I would 
feel better not to have it.” 
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Appraisals by Informed Friends* 


Church of the Nazarene 
The American Bible Society is the right hand 
of every foreign missionary organization. It 
supplies Bibles and Testaments in the vernacu- 
lar of every important group of people the 
world over. It publishes them so cheaply that 


they can be placed in the hands of the poorest 


people. It would be a crippling calamity to 
foreign missionary work to have the world- 
wide work of the American Bible Society 
checked on account of lessened finance. 
Rev. J. G. Morrison, D.D., Secretary, 
Board of Foreign Missions. 


* These two complete the publication of appraisals received 
from informed friends; others having been published in the 
February, March-April, and November 1933 RECORDS. 


United Brethren in Christ 


I think of the American Bible Society as a 
great right arm in Kingdom extension. Trans- 
lating the Bible into many languages and 
dialects is indispensable in the spread of the 
gospel in foreign lands. I have seen the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in action in the Philippine 
Islands, where the Scriptures were translated 
into the Ilocano language and other dialects; 
making it possible for the natives to read the 
Word of God in their own vernacular language. 
Thousands of copies of the New Testament are 
distributed free or at a very nominal cost. The 
United Brethren Church heartily indorses the 
good work of the American Bible Society. 


BisHop A. R. CLIPPINGER, D.D., President, 
Foreign Missionary Society. 


On the Frontier 


By Frank Prout, Colporteur, Eastern Bolivia, Upper Andes Agency 


HAD some very interesting experiences on 

my last trip west of Cuatro Ojos, where I 
encountered many in the harvesting—nearly 
finished now. 

Just beyond Portachuello, I found in the 
district the priest from Buena Vista. Indeed, 
he came, to spend the night, to the same little 
house where I had stopped, not knowing I was 
there of course. He started a discussion. I 
realized I must be very careful in what I said 
to witness for the gospel; so, although I an- 
swered his questions frankly and clearly, I was 
careful not to say anything that would be a 
reproach. He, finally, got cross and decided to 
go to another house, as he saw I was intending 
to remain there for the night. Unfortunately, 
to visit the people on his way to Buena Vista, 
he was going over the same road that I was. 
I knew I would find it difficult, but trusted that 
the Lord would work for me. He entered all 
the large estancias and told them that I was 
coming, describing me and the mule, and say- 
ing I was the devil himself. However, while 
this did me some damage, it also awakened the 
interest of the people, and they all asked me to 
come into the house if for nothing more than 
to have a look at such an evil fellow. There 
were a few whom I could not interest in any 
portion of the Word of God; but the great 
majority, after asking questions which I was 
glad to answer, became interested and finally 
bought something. 


My greatest difficulty was to find some place 
to spend the night and to get food and lodging 
for the mule—which is so essential on these 
hard trips. This was where the priest did most 
damage, as the people did not want me to spend 
the night in many cases. However, I was 
always able to find a place a little farther on, 
and did not suffer any real inconvenience. 

My one real encouraging encounter was on 
a Saturday night, when the mule and I were 
both tired, and I was hoping to find a place 
where I could stay Sunday, and, if possible, 
give a little message. I had been refused at 
one place (which I saw later was the working 
of the Lord), and came on to a nice large 
estancia. When I entered, the man came rush- 
ing out and told me to get right off and come 
in, and told the mozo to take the saddle off my 
mule. Of course, I always have to look after 
that myself, as the saddle and outfit are rather 
too complicated for these mozos. When I went 
in, he was preparing supper for me, and later 
told me that the priest had been there and had 
told him of my coming. 

He was glad, as he is a Christian. Six 
years ago, he was a diputado in La Paz, where 
he heard the gospel on the Prado and bought a 
Bible and a Testament. Later, for political 
reasons, he had to retire into the country; and 
there he has been living for five years. In time 
of harvest he employs about sixty men, and 
every night he gathers them and reads to them 


: 


December 1933 


out of the Bible. He brought them together 
both Saturday and Sunday nights when I was 
there, and I delivered them a message. Then he 
had them repeat Scripture passages, and I was 
astonished. They all knew at least John 3: 16. 

Monday morning, he said he wanted to go 
away with me, as he considered I was doing a 
wonderful work that the priest was trying to 
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HE picture reveals at once that this is not 

a rare, old stamp. Its uniqueness consists 
in its subject, and this is enhanced by the cir- 
cumstance of its production. 


The Shrine of 


Brsce Society REcorD 


a People’s Soul* 


147 


spoil by going before me. He went about five 
leagues with me, entering the houses and talk- 
ing to the people, as they all knew him. In 
every case, I was able to sell either a Bible or 
a Testament, and, in most cases, both. What a 
joy to meet him and give him a little encour- 
agement in his work for the Lord among his 
helpers.” 


A Truly Noteworthy Stamp 
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To mark the tenth anniversary of its estab- 
lishment, the present government of Italy 1s- 
sued a set of stamps last year. One of this 
series is pictured here—the 30 centesimi. 
The original (1% x 1%4@ inches) is in a deli- 
cate sepia. This enlargement is slightly blurred 
by postal cancellation. Nevertheless, it tells its 
story clearly. 

In the center, resting on an eagle, symbolic 
of inspiration and so often forming lecterns, 
stands a book — The Book — “Evangelium’’— 
Gospel—the OPEN BIBLE! Before it, on the 
left, are the flags of Italy and emblems of the 
Fascist régime, lowered in reverent salute. To 
the right is a plain cross. Below is the sig- 
nificant word, “Credere” Believe! 


By the Rev. E. W. Smith, Editorial Superintendent, British and Foreign Bible Society 


pee” language is a temple in which the 
soul of the people who speak it is en- 
shrined. Differences of speech reflect deeper 
differences of tradition, environment, outlook. 
This is true even while we acknowledge that, 
fundamentally, the human heart is one. There 
are differences between men in temperament, 1n 
ways of thinking and expression. It is not 
meaningless to speak of the soul of a people in 
this sense; and that soul finds expression 1n 
the language. The soul of a people is a precious 
thing. If it is sinful to exterminate them 
bodily, it is no less sinful to destroy their in- 


dividuality. (ean are ee 


Language is an organism, and, like all organ- 
isms, is subject to laws of growth and decay. 
A product of the restless, insatiable mind of 
man, it is constantly changing. The story of 
our own language reveals this as clearly as any 
other. A continuity may be traced from the 
time of King Alfred to the present; but, if we 


could hear Tyndale read a chapter from his 


* Extracts. 


translation of the Bible, we might think it to be 
in a foreign language. We should certainly 
not understand King Alfred. The shores of 
time are littered with the corpses of extinct 
forms of speech. In the days of Herodotus, 
there may have been eighty or a hundred lan- 
guages spoken in the countries all around the 
Mediterranean, where today there are about a 
dozen. While some decay, others are born. 
Some exist as “dead” languages for centuries, 
studied only by scholars, and then, like Hebrew 
in our own day, suddenly revive and become 
spoken tongues again. 

New languages arise through the hiving off 
of peoples and their estrangement and isolation 
from the parent stock. There is no doubt that 
citizens of the United States would long ago 
have developed a new language of their own (as 
Noah Webster advocated, in fact), had they not 
been so constantly in touch with the people and 
literature of Britain. Probably the possession 
of a common translation of the Bible has done 
more than any other one thing to preserve the 
linguistic unity of the Anglo-Saxon world. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
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Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


OCTOBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


oles sixth stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and eighteenth year was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, October 
5, 1933, at 4 p.m., President J. Frederick Tal- 
cott in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rey. Ernest Brennecke, Ph.D. 

The minutes of the fifth stated meeting were 
presented and approved. 

General Secretary North presented and ex- 
plained a memorandum on “Reorganization of 
Distribution in the United States,’ which was 
the result of careful consideration, by the com- 
mittees concerned, of recommendations made 
by the Summit Conference of Bible Society 
officers and workers and officers of state auxil- 
iary Bible Societies. The proposal of the 
Home Agencies Committee was adopted, call- 
ing for further consultation and report to that 
committee. 

Treasurer Darlington made a report on the 
income and expenses for the nine months of 
the year, showing that the expenses and income 
had been about the same. 

The officers were authorized to arrange the 
date and program for the Annual Meeting of 
the Advisory Council. 

All were invited after the meeting to inspect 
a revolving globe prepared for the exhibit of 
the Society at the Century of Progress Exposi- 
tion at Chicago, and carrying the names and 
locations of 875 languages in which the Scrip- 
tures have been translated, printed, and dis- 
tributed. At 5:30 p.m., recess was taken until 
7 o'clock. Members adjourned to the Hotel 
Brittany for dinner. 

The meeting reconvened at 7 o’clock at the 
Bible House. 

Mr. Arlando Marine was requested to take 
the chair in the absence of the President. 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 

The plan to organize a permanent committee, 
with advisory functions, to consist of repre- 
sentatives of mission boards at work in the 
Philippines, was approved, and the General 


Brece Society REecorD 


Volume 78 


Secretaries appointed to represent the Society 
on this committee. 

The Treasurer explained the circumstances 
under which the Finance Committee felt it for 
the best interests of the Society to take over 
and manage itself the mortgages and properties 
held for its benefit by various mortgage guar- 
antee companies, such action having been au- 
thorized by the Board. 

The death of Mr. Henry J. Faulhaber, on 
September 23, was reported, he having been in 
the employ of the Society for fifty-seven years, 
until his retirement as cashier in 1929. 

A draft on the “Basic Principles of the 
Work of the American Bible Society” was pre- 
sented and explained by Secretary North, 
copies placed in the hands of members, and, 
after discussion and suggestions, action was de- 
ferred until the next meeting, to afford oppor- 
tunity for study and suggestions. 

During the month of August, the following 
consignments were made to Foreign Agencies: 
Brazil, 15,753 volumes, valued at $1,494.94; 
Caribbean, 13 volumes, valued at $15.09; 
Japan, 20 volumes, valued at $7.41; Mexico, 
1,989 volumes, valued at $1,378.88; Siam, 12 
volumes, valued at $3.98; Upper Andes, 12,234 
volumes, valued at $1,475.79; West Indies, 10 
volumes, valued at $23.39; total volumes, 
30,031; total value, $4,399.48. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of August were 272,686 volumes. 

e e 


NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE seventh stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in its one hundred and eighteenth year 
was held at the Bible House, New York, on 
Thursday, November 2, 1933, at 3:30 p.m., 
President J. Frederick Talcott in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. J. Newton Davies, D.D. 

The minutes of the sixth stated meeting were 
presented and approved. 

The minutes of the various standing commit- 
tees were presented and approved. 

Secretary North was authorized to express 
the appreciation of the Board to the Rev. M. N. 
Popoff, subagent in Bulgaria, on the eve of his 
retirement, for his faithful service of twenty 
years. 

A draft on the “Basic Principles of the 
Work of the American Bible Society,” which 
had previously been submitted to the Board 
and the Committees, was presented in final 
form and approved. 

Certain translational helps for the Revised 
Turkish translation of the Book of Genesis 
were approved. 
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A. B. S.: New Year’s greetings from 
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William Borden, 98; Sir Alexander 

Glegg, 106; Henry J. Faulhaber, 148. 


Enriching 253 languages, 39. 
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Japan Agency, 56; incidents among Ko- 
reans, 27; ex-prisoner a successful 
colporteur, 40; saved, physically and 
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La Plata Agency, 54. 
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Levant Agency, 55; loyal to one great 
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vee 79; eager for the word of God, 
145. 
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During the month of September, the follow- 
were made to Foreign 
Brazil, 2,578 volumes, valued at 
Caribbean, 1,694 volumes, valued at 
La Plata, 100 volumes, valued at 
volumes, 


ing consignments 
Agencies : 
$2,099.50 ; 
$1,040.29 ; 
Mexico, 
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Pacific Agency: Japanese colporteur in 
southern California, 6; broadcasting 
the Bible on the Pacific coast, 75; 
among the Shaker Indians, 104; from 
the Pacific slope, 127. 

Philippines Agency, 56; reaching Fili- 
pinos, 87; bartering Bibles, 96; ‘“‘he 
worked so hard for God,” 141. 
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at $403.04; 
$4,401.52, 


valued at 


$769.93; Upper Andes, 712 volumes, valued 
total volumes, 6,054; total value, 


The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of September were 385,279 volumes. 
The mecting was adjourned. 
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some of the other gold, October cover; 
Secretary R. R. Gregory, 103; partial 
view of Caracas, 103; volunteers in- 
spired by Don Diego, 103; a result 
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CASH RECEIPTS IN OCTOBER 1933 


LEGACIES Donation Account ..———— $506 57 RECAPITULATION 
Ewing, Jane, Woodbine, Iowa $1,000 00 The @aGles rereii ve pnieeiie sreaaiaee $8,769 77 
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“ORE. SU Guthrie, 746.75  olored People of U. S. A. . $1,509 73 eae by eee e pees: 1,136 13 

poser S ir oe eee ane ee fore Aa Home Agencies ..........-. 7,368 02 
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= INCU HORM Goegogdebacog0 2,017 40 ae orn Spe lee 28 90 
PACHIC) sewt.s ine ete lets acstaeaar DOI RO Aue ek: ae: Meee Eee aie as I = 
ANNUITY GIFTS SouthpAtlantie mere. serirerreniens 859 37 36.787 81 
: i Southwestern page cnnie acer 320 68 PEPE! 
Amount received during the Western 278 12 = 
ROTEL BM alossaiete « chats eiee ce S17 TTR de me eae hated eae - MISCELLANEOUS 
$7,868 02 pany Gifts Invested—Prin- he 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES — Clpaleatatesierstepetere oyeratetars stems _ $7 37 
: FOREIGN AGENCIES Bible ae Rentals Baoan sis 5,018 65 
Donation Book IBLE SOCIETY RECORD ..... 5 00 
VAnCOunEMEIECOUNE Mea Platac crs, teteosais rere teccieiee $500 00 Diffusion of Information .. 134 05 
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Freedom Welsh, N.Y. 25 00 Included in Home Agencies Receipts uae Tee, Distribution to the 
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RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS 
Balance from September 1933 .......----+-++: $106,365 94 General Salaries and Expenses .............--- $3,717 48 
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Legacy Equalization Fund—Income 100 00 Huston Legacy Fund Expenses .....-...--.+.-- 5 96 
Brs_re SociEty RECORD .........-- whe 5 00 Miscellaneous Home Pypprepeistions Wea teens 141 30 
Sales to Auxiliary Bible Societies .. . A1s6eL3 Miscellaneous Foreign Appropriations ......... 136 66 
Sales to the Trade ........-.--+-+-+; Se 258 52 Cash Transferred to Publication Department ... 18,776 25 
Income from Real Estate Held ...... a 397 20 Trust ae aat Se eae to Beneficiaries ....... 570 47 
Diffusion of Information ........----- <a 134 05 Special Annuity. heome Payments) jenn see 40 17 
Funds Received for Transmission 751 45 United States Trust Co.—for Investments ..... 2,672 76 
Annuity Gifts Invested—Principal 757 #4x‘Trust Funds Invested .........2.-250+++++---- 226 97 
Wragg, Rev. and Mrs. J. P., Fund Invested— Annuity Account Invested—Principal .......... 562 64 
mit, Be at DIB orc cea 60 00 Funds Received for Transmission .......-.-.-- fay? Syl 
Principal .... 
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Does Reading the Bible 


bring you courage and guidance in these times of doubt and uncertainty ? 


INCREASING numbers of people are asking for the new series of 
Bibles printed from specially made, clear, boldface type, with aids to pro- 


a 


nunciation. These new books make reading the Bible a pleasure. 


nae MINION BIBLE 
Actual size - 434 x 614 inches 


This book (No. P43) has been designed ina popular size for 
constant reading or reference. It contains, in common with 
all the other books of this new series, the same specially 
designed clear-face type, and the same Aids to Pronunciation. 
Printed on strong opaque paper and substantially bound in 
stiff cloth covers. Three colors: black, red or blue. Per copy_» 


The New Enlarged Minion Bible is also available in 
other styles of binding, at prices up to . . . $1 30 


T Ww 
mnurep DREVIE RegBI BLE 
Actual size - 5% x 81% inches 


Clear, readable, boldface type. Aids to pronunciation 
which are fully explained. Printed on good quality English 
Finish paper. 

No. P53 is bound in black cloth over stiff boards; lettered 
in gold on backbone; square cornered; stained red edges; 
Oe LA O18 Os mee ee MI tS | td r ake 


The New Enlarged Brevier Bible is also available in 
nine other styles of binding, at prices upto . $3 80 


THE NEW TESTAMENT, with or without PSALMS, is available in this new type 
series. Prices from 5 cents up to $2.30. The FOUR GOSPELS, printed separately, 
in the same easy reading type, can be bought at 2 cents each. 


ORDERS should be addressed to the nearest Agency 
or State Bible Society as listed on page 2 


Carriage extra 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House - Astor Place - New York, N. Y. 


i 
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